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For MONDAY, July 14, 1794. 





The Second Report from the Committee of Secrecy of the 
Houfe of Commons. 


HE Committee to whom the feveral papers referred to in 

his Majefty’s meflage of the 12th day of May, 1794, 

and which were prefented ({fealed up) to the Houfe, by Mr. Se- 

cretary Dundas, upon the 12th and 13th days of the faid month, 

by his Majefty’s command, were referred; and who were di- 

rected to examine the matters thereof, and report the fame, as 
they fhould appear to them, to the Houfe, 

Have further proceeded in the examination of the books and 
papers referred to them by the Houfe, and of fuch other in- 
formation as they have fince obtained. 

The latter has confifted of a variety of examinations and 
depofitions taken before the Privy Council, of papers found 
in the cuftody of different perfons who have been apprehended, 
and of accounts received by the Secretary of State relative to 
difcoveries made at Edinburgh, and in different parts of Scot- 
land ; all which have been laid before your Committee. 

The refult appears to your Committee ftrongly to confirm 
all the propofitions which they found it their duty, on the oute 
fet of their enquiry, to fubmit to the Houfc, and to leave no 
doubt of the nature, extent, and malignity, of the extravagant 
defigns which have been formed, of the regularity and fyitem 
with which thefe defigns have been purfued, or of the rapid 
progrets of the meaiures which had been taken in order to ate 
tempt to carry them {peedily into execution. 
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Before the Committee fabmit to the Houfe fuch further de- 
tails as appear neceflary to give a general and comprehenfive 
view of the fubject, and to fhew the origin and progrefs of the 
plan which has been in agitation, they think it right to call the 
attention of the Houfe to fome tranfa€tions of a recent date, 
and which appear to be of fo much importance as to deferve a 
feparate ftatement. 

The firft of thefe has already been fhortly referred to in the 
former Report, and relates to the meafures taken for providing 
arms to be diftributed among the members of the feveral fo- 
cieties, and for preparing the means of employing aCtual force 
in the execution of their project. 

The circumftance which firft came under the obfervation 
of your Committee, containing a diftinét trace of meafures of 
this defcription, was a letter from a perfon at Sheffield, by pro- 
‘feflion a printer, (who has fince abfconded) which was thus 
addrefled—“ Citizen Hardy, Secretary of the London Cor- 
refponding Society,” and which was found in the pofleffion of 
Hardy on the’ 12th day of May laf, when he was taken into 
cultody. 


The letter is as follows : i 
“ FeLttow CIrizeENs, “ Sheffield, April 245 1794. 

“© The barefaced ariftocracy of the prefent Adminiftration 
has made it neceflary that we fhould be prepared to a¢ct on the 
defenfive againit any attack they may command their newly- 
armed minions to make upon us. A plan has been hit upon ; 
and if encouraged fufficiently will, no doubt, have the effec of 
furnifhing a quantity of pikes to the patriots, great enough to 
make them formidable.. The blades are made of fteel, tem- 
pered and polifhed after animproved form. They may be fixed 
into any fhafts; but fir ones are recommended, of the girth of 
the accompanying hoops at the top end, and about an inch 
more atthebottom. The blades and hoops, more than which 
cannot be properly fent to any great diftance, will be charged 
one fhilling. Money to be fent with the order. As the in- 
{titution is in its infancy, immediate encouragement is ne- 
cefiary. 

“ Orders may be fent to the Secretary of the Sheffield Con- 
ftitutional Society. 


The ab —s eat pReueael Lin thie auieiteas 
[The above direétion was firuck through in the original] 


“ Signed. 
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« To prevent poft fufpicion, dire& to” [Here follows, in 
the original, the name of the perfon to whom the letters were 
to be addreffed, and his refidence at Sheffield. ] 


This letter contained another inclofed, direéted to the Se- 
cretary of the Norwich Patriotic Societies, which was found 
in the poffeffion of the London Correfponding Society; and 
which is as follows : 

« Fettow- CITIZEN, 

« The barefaced ariftocracy of the prefent adminiftration 
has made it neceflary to prepare to a¢t upon the defenfive, in 
cafe of any attack upon the patriots. 

« A plan has been formed for carrying into effe& this ne- 
ceflary bufinefs. Pike blades are made with hoops for the 
thafts to fit the top ends ; the bottom end of the thafts fhould 
be about an inch thicker; and fir is recommended for the 
fhafts, Teleted by perfons who are judges of wood. The 
blades and hoops will be fold at the rate of one fhilling, tem 
peredand polifhed. The moncy fent with the orders. 

“ Signed. 

« Direét to” [Here follows, in the original, the name of 
the perfon to whom the letters were to be addrefled, and his 
refidence at Sheffield] ‘ to prevent the poftmafter’s fufpicion.” 


Your Committee foon after found, that by the different exa- 
minations taken before the Privy Council it was fully efta~ 
blifhed, that the general idea of procuring arms (either muf- 
quets or pikes) to be diftributed among the members, had of 
late been frequently the fubject of converfation at different di- 
vifions among the leading members of the Correfponding So- 
ciety, and among perfons who have been moft active in the 
meatures lately taken ; that although thefe converfations had 
frequently taken place, they had generally been after the bufi- 
nefs of the meetings was clofed, and when only a few perfons 
remained. It appears indeed to have been, in a great meafure, 
agreed, that this plan was not to be publicly meationed at the 
divifions; particularly it was recommended oy one of the 
moft aétive perfons not to mention it till the new plan 
of conftitution for the Society was fettled. And it has ap= 
peared (in the courfe of this inveftigation) that the arming bu- 
finefs was all done by private members, and that it was held 
not fit to talk of the pikes but to thofe who were to be truf- 
ted ; that the general bufinefs was done by a committee of 


delegates, but there was a fecret committee of five perfons, 
D 2 who 
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who tranfaéted what was not to be entrufted ta the whole of 
the Correfponding Society ; that they meet at private houfes, 
and that all the correfpondence comes to them, and what they 
think proper is laid hefore the Society. But although this plan 
of precaution and concealment muft have prevented the difco- 
very of a great part of this fyftem, inftances have occurred of 
proceedings at fome of the divifions of the Correfponding So- 
ciety, relative to procuring arms, which your Committee have 
been enabled to afcertain. As early as November, 1793, at a 
meeting of a divifion of the Society, held at a place named to 
the Committee, a violent fpeech was made by a, member of 
the Society, recommending that arms fhould be procured, and 
mentioning that they were provided with arms and pikes at 
Sheffield ; and another member faid it would be good to pro- 
vide pikes at fix-pence each: Afterwards, in the month of 
February laft, at a meeting of one of the divifions of the 
Correfponding Society named to the Committee, and at a place 
afcertained to them, it was propofed to. iflue new books, with 
the nantes and places of abode of the feveral members, and that 
the names of thofe who lived in the fame neighbourhood 
fhould be placed together, that they might eafily be aflembled 
upon any emergency, in cafe Government fhould attempt to 
difperfe their meetings ; and a refolution for this purpofe was 
pafied foon after at a fubfequent meeting. 

At the fame meeting a member of another divifion attended, 
and ftated to the chairman, that he came to make a report from 
his divifion.—He ftated a rumour, that the Habeas Corpus Act 
would be foon fufpended.—This intelligence he was deputed 
to give, that the Society at large might be prepared for the 
event: Upon this a {peech was’ made by a perfon, who was a 
member of the committee mentioned in the former Report, 
in which he recommended to each member to provide him- 
felf with arms and ammunition, in order to defend himfelf 
again{ft any perfons who might attack bim, whether they fhould 
be of this country, Pruffians, Heffians, or Hanoverians. And 
in the beginning of April laft, at the fame divifion, it appears 
that a report was made from the General Committce, that an 
anfwer had been received from the Society for Conftitutional 
Information, expreflive of their defire to co-operate with them 
in obtaining their great end; and defiring a deputation might 
be fent to confult and deliberate with them. In confequence a 
certain number of the Committee were appointed: And on 
this occafion one of the members recommended to the citizens 
not to fit tamely filent and inactive, but to roufe themfelves, 
and 
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and, not only with words, but arms, affert their rights—he 
faid, they were on the eve of a general. meeting, and they 
fhould go with their minds prepared to adopt a fyftem which 
might be reduced to fpeedy practice, and _refcue. their: fellow 
citizens (meaning the, Scotch delegates) from their degrading 
fituation. It alfo appears to your Committee, that a plan was 
in contemplation to fubdivide each divifien into tythings, and 
to appoint tything men to each, for the purpofe * of rendsring 
them(elves ufeful in cafe of emergency ;” which was explained 
to mean, that in cafe the fociety fhould be interrupted by peace 
officers, or a prefs gang, they fhould refift any fuch interrup= 
tion. As another inftance of the meafures taken to inftigate 
the people to arm, an account was given of a hand bill pro 
duced at one of the meetings, which was to the following ef-s 
fect: 

“* The Ins tell us we are in danger of invafion from the 
French, 

“ The Outs tell us that we are indanger from the Heffians 
and Hanoverians. 

“In either cafe we fhould arm ourfelves.—Get arms, and 
learn how to ufe them.” 

Several copies of this hand bill were proved to have been 
publicly produced at a meeting of one of the divifions, by a 
perfon who faid he had printed them for the purpofe of diftri- 
buting as many as poflible. 

In the progrefs .of the inquiry, information was received 
from a witneis, whofe accuracy has fince been confirmed ina 
variety of ftriking inftances, that a perfon named in the infor- 
mation, an active promoter of thefe meafures, and a delegate of 
one of the divifions, had fhewn the witnefs a pike in his pof- 
fefien, of which a minute defcription was given. ‘The wit- 
nefs ftated this perfon to have given an account of the ufe to 
which thefe pikes might be applied; that it was fuppofed no 
regiment of horfe could ftand againft them; that fuch pikes 
were manufacturing at Sheffield; and that he had received 
from the Secretary of the Correfponding Society the direction 
of the perfon from whom he might procure them; that the 
price was to be one fhilling a-piece, and if they coft more, the 
overplus would be paid by a perfon at Sheffield, who would be 
indemnified by the Society. The witaefs alfo {tated the fame 
perfon to have given an account of a meeting intended to be 
held at a public houfe (which was named) on a day fpecified, 
for the purpofe of fixing the number of pikes to be fent for. 
The perfon ftated to have held this converfation, and another 
perfon 
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perfon faid to have been prefent at it (who was alfo one of the 
moft active members of the London Correfponding Society) 
were foon after apprehended, and a pike exaétly an{wering to 
the defcription given by the witnefs was found upon each of 
them. In the fubfequent inveftigation of the bufinefs, your 
Committee have received ftrong confirmation of the principal 
circumftances of the converfation ftated by the witnefs, refpect- 
ing the ufe to which the pikes mighs be applied, the direction 
given by the Secretary of the Correfponding Society in 
order to procure them from Sheffield, the price to be paid 
for them, and the intended meeting for the purpofe of fixing 
the number to be fent for, and of depofiting one fhilling a-piece 
for the purchafe. One of the perfons fo apprehended, in ex- 
plaining the ufe to be made of the pikes from Sheffield, faid, 
the perfuafion was, and he himfelf believed, the Government 
were confpiring againft the people, and therefore fhould be re- 
fifted. Another witnefs has fince ftated, that he had underftood 
from one of the perfons apprehended, that his pike was to be 
ufed (in cafe the people were to rife) for the particular purpofe 
of keeping off the cavalry. 

(To be continued.) 








GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS. 
For JUNE, 1794 


1% Germany the minds of men and councils of princes are 
divided both by religious fentiments and political interefts : 
Yet there is, throughout the whole of that country, a very ge- 
neral abhorrence of French principles, as well as averfion to 
the French national character; which never furely, at any for- 
mer period, was difplayed in fo execrablea light. The confe- 
deracy have, indeed, for fome time paft, been much alarmed at 
the threatened defertion of the King of Pruffia, who refufed, 
without large fubfidies, to furnifh more than his quota as 
Elector of Brandenburg, to the Imperial army. A negociation 
has been entered into with this monarch, and his tréops ftill 
appear in the iff of the confederated armies : But it is not to 
be imagined, after fuch a correfpondence as has been carried 
on between him and the Convention, that he will {pill much 
of the Pruffian blood in maintaining, againit France, the caufe 
or the quarrel of Auftria. It is confidently afferted, and it is 
generally believed, that the French have known how to avail 
themfelves 
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themfelves of the knowledge they had acquired, or the opinion 
they had formed, of the character and the wants of the Pruf- 
fians. If money, not the general caufe of crowned heads and 
military glory, be, as is faid, his object, the confederacy un- 
doubtedly begin to experience fomewhat of the ufual fate of 
combinations, But the Auftrians and others of their allies, 
are animated by a high fpirit of vengeance and of glory: Nor 
will the coldnefs of one of their members put an immediate 
ftop to the attempts of the allies. 

Nor will the King of Pruffia, or his fucceflors, have reafon 
to congratulate the Brandenburgian race, if it be true that the 
Pruffian army is to be rather a nominal, than an active party 
in the prefent confederation. The military fpirit of Pruffia, 
already impaired, will gradually decay, while that of Auftria is 
confirmed and heightened. And, after peace is concluded 
with France, as it one day muft be, the warlike Auftrians will 
fall on the unwarlike Pruffians, who muft feek proteétion from 
the court of Peterfburgh, and. fall into a dependence on that 
ambitious power, like Poland; a country which, although 
Mr. Fletcher, as before obferved, confiders it as formed to be 
a great independent ftate, feems to be in imminent danger of 
total difmemberment. It has only one ftrong fortrefs, which 
has been feized and occupied by the Ruffians. Woods and 
rivers it has ; but not fuch barriers as ufually define and defend 
great kingdoms. Here the Duke of Richmond would find 
ample fcope for his turn, and abundant apology for new fortifi- 
cations. Yet the fpirit of liberty, rifling like Antzus after 
every fall, and the varying courfe of human affairs, may poffibly 
reftore the Poles, and even exalt them above their former rank 
in the fcale of nations. May the political and geographical 
divifions of Fletcher be juftified, the fpirit of Kofciufko* en- 
couraged, andthe rights of the Poles, a people worthy of li- 
berty, and capable of receiving it, be protected! ! 1 

Since writing the above, undoubted intelligence has been re- 
ceived that a counter-revolution is going on in Poland ; that 
the Poles fortify Warfaw, and apply for fuccour tothe Turks 
and the French.—What is the Turki/h Ambaffador doing in 
England? Has the court of Conftantinople poiitical invention 
and intrigue enough to attempt the excitement of a league 
againft the power and the artifices of the Czarina, of the Per- 
fians, Poles, Danes, Swedes, and England? Of tuch a confe« 
deration, in the opinion of many, fhe would not be an unnatue 


9 ral 


* The chief leader of the prefent infurreétions in Poland. 
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ral obje&t. The Turkifh empire might make ample compen- 
fation to Great Britain for her protection, by fea, againft the 
Ruffians, without injury, nay, with advantage to itfelf. The 
pofleffion of the ifland of Candia or Cyprus by the Englifh, a 
paflage over land, and a fortrefs or two at theifthmus of Suez, 
all of them forming, together, a chain of communication be- 
tween Britain and her Afidtic fettlements, would redound 
equally to the fecurity and the advantage of both the Turkifh 
and the Britifh empires. There was a juncture when Great 
Britain might have effectually protected and gained the friend- 
fhip of both the Poles and the Turks. But a Ruffian war, it 
was forefeen, or rather felt, would be unpopular. A great 
ftatefman fhould not be determined by the popularis aura; but 
truft for juftification and fame to the juftice of his caufe, and 
the fuccefs of his plans. 

‘The Emprefs of Rujffa is raifing a great military force, the 
ultimate object of which, no doubt, is the reduction of Con- 
ftantinople. The prefent conjunéture of affairs encourages 
this enterprife. To the French, Catherine may fay, If ye ftir 
in behalf of the Turks, I will join the confederates: To the 
confederates, If ye move, I will join the French. ‘Thus fhe 
holds the balance of power, and having contributed, by her 
fair promifes, to embroil the weft of Europe, fhe does in the 
eaft what fhe pleafes. 

The Danes and Swedes, it has been for fome time furmifed, 
have been endeavouring to form an armed neutrality for the 
protection of trade. Reprifals made on Englifh veflels in the 
Baltic for the capture of Swedith thips bound for France, and 
continued naval preparations at Stockholm, Chriftiana, and 
Copenhagen, feem to verify that report. 

The affairs of Great Britain, though engaged, in a war of 
new character and unknown extent, wear an afpect not unprof- 
perous, Her armies, in conjunction with thofe of her Ger- 
man allies (though not dirccted, it would appear, upon any ge- 
neral principles, that may controul the adverfity of accident,) 
abundantly fuitain ber reputation for military courage and mare 


tial bravery. The fally of 3000 Brititi and Hanoverians from 
Menin, who fought their way through 10,000 of the enemy, 
and even carried off two field-pieces, may have deen equalled, 


but has never been furpafled, in the annals of military achiev- 





ments.— The repulie of the Frenca, who, flufhed with fuccefs 
onthe retreat of the Duke of York, attempted to ftorm the 
Auftrian entrenchments, difplayed a pe:feverance to which the 
ftimulus of intoxication, the terror of the guillitone impelling 
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the enemy in the rear, and fuperior numbers, were oppofed in 
vain. 

The French Weft-India iflands have fallen into our hands 5 
nota few of the enemy’s frigates, as well as merchantmen, 
have been taken ; and, on the whole fo profperous is our coms 
merce, that the duties of 1793, though the firft of the prefent 
war, have been found to be fhort of thofe of 1792 only by one 
hundred thoufand pounds. 

Voluntary contributions are made, with great fpirit, for the 
internal defence of the kingdom. It has been faid, for what 
meafure of miniftry efcapes cenfure? and certainly they ought 
not to efcape jealous obfervation) that in this mode of conduct 
Mr. Pitt treads in Mr. Neckar’s paths, which led to popular 
confufion and direful calamity; while others affirm that it is 
repugnant to the Britifh conftitution. But it was followed in 
1745 3 and there are undoubtedly not many meafures of which 
we have fo little reafon to complain, as the taking of money 
for the public ufe by the public confent. The hiftory of 
England clearly fhews that there is nothing of which men are 
fo tenacious as of their money. They would fcarcely pur- 
chafe liberty at the expence of money ; much lefs would they 
give it away for flavery. 

In the courfe of this month there has been a fu/penfion of 
the Habeas Corpus Aé, for the purpofe of enabling minittry to 
aét with that promptitude which the exigencies of the times 
demand ; a meafure which is juftifiable on the principles of 
found policy; but which is arrainged by certain eccentric ge 
niufes, and, among the reft, by Lord Stanhope, who feeks to 
unite the privileges of a Peer with the pretences of a demo- 
crat: A fans culotte among Lords, a Lord among fans culottes ! 

In the Low Countries the war {till rages with unabated and 
unexampled fury. Philofophers predited that the progrefs of 
reafon would finally banifh war from the face of the earth 5 
and they exprefied the fond opinion, that never more would 
war be attended with fuch barbarities as had dilgraced former 
periods. The amiable Dr. Price, and other men of {pecula- 
tion, made no {cruple to affirm, that the Millenium was juit oa 
the eve of commencement, if, indeed, it had not already come 
menced, 

Never was there fo bloody a war. In ancient times, and in 
the middle age, a few batiles, and fometimes one, decided the 
contelt. In later periods, when the operations of war, by the 
progrefs of wealth and of knowledge, became more complie 
cated, the leaders of oppofite armics avoided ation when they 
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could not fight with advantage, protracted the war by various 
ftratagems, and throughout the whole mixed, and, in fome 
meafure, dignified hoftilities by that gallantry which was cons 
fidered as the greateft glory of a foldier. In the character of 
the prefent war all this is reverfed. 

The Netherlands, fince the very impolitic difmantlements of 
the Emperor Jofeph, are unprovided with {trong places, either 
by nature or art. Hence the operations of the war, in that 
quarter, confilt chiefly, nay almoft entirely, in battles; not as 
in countries ftrong by nature, or defended by works of art, 
which leave room for contrivance, and confequently delay.— 
The Sambre, eafily crofled, and recroffed, is tinged almoft 
daily with the blood of the flain. It is not within the limited 
compafs of our plan to retrace the various actions between the 
contending armics that have followed each other in fuch clofe 
fucceffion, ‘The deliberate and difciplined valour of the Auf- 
trians and the Englifh are oppofed with too much fuccefs by 
the frantic fury and by the numbers of the French. 

There is fcarcely any thing impoffible for numbers. The 
feats performed by ants are well known. In America, fome 
years ago, there was a migration of frogs, in the time of an 
exceflive drought (when the animals were attra¢ted by the air 
that blew from regions of water), that overpowered and over- 
whelmed cows, and horfes, and every animal that came in the 
line of their march. 

It was formerly the policy of the French, as well as other 
commanders, to {pare the lives of the men as much as poffible. 
In the prefent war they make no account of their men, whom 
they ftimulate to action in feafon and out of feafon, by the 
brandy bottle in their hand, and the guillotine at their back— 
This war, on the part of France, is characterifed by favage fee 
rocity and prodigality of life. 

The orders of the Convention to their armies, to maflacre 
all Britith and Hanoverian prifoners, that could proceed only 
from the loweft and molt vulgar, as well as the moft infuriated 
minds, is nobly contrafted by the judicious and humane mani- 
fefto of the Duke of York; which, we are yet willing to 
hope, will produce its due effect on the minds of the French 
oficers and foldiers—and it certainly will, if there remains 
among them the finalle{t {park of military bravery. 

The military councils of the allies are now aided by the 
military talents of the Adarguis Cornwallis, who is generally, 
however, confidered as a Commiffioner fent to watch the 
Pruffians, and fee that they work for the wages they receive 
from 
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from this country. So numerous are the French, and with 
fuch eafe, being in their own country, do they make up every 
lofs, that the heavy difafter of their army at Charleroi has not 
removed from the allics ferious apprehenfions for the fafety of 
Oftend, our key to the Continent. It is in confequence of 
thofe apprehenfion:, that the army under Lord Moira has gone 
to Weft Flanders. And here it is impoffible for us, however 
reluctant, not to take notice and acknowledge, that the prefent 
campaign has, on the whole, been rather favourable to the 
French, We were in hopes that Lord Moira would 
have found a fit opportunity of carrying fuccour to the 
loyalifts in Britanny. Such an opportunity was not pre- 
fented, otherwife this excellent commander, and unfullied cha~ 
raéter as a man, would have embraced it. ‘The force under 
Lord Moira, originally intended for an expedition to Britanny, 
like many others of our meafures in this, as well as the Ame- 
rican war, wasa day behind the fair, He is now called, in- 
ftead of making an attack on France, to defend the frontier 
ot the confederates. As the campaign advances, the hopes 
and fears of either party are alternately agitated by the vicifli- 
tudes of war. But, while the French even maintain their 
ground, they clearly gain an advantage. For, while the feeds 
of difunion grow up among the allies, the very lapfe of time 
confirms the authority of the French government. Not to 
fpecify all the caufes of this difunion we may obferve, in gene- 
ral, that among the confederates fome are military, and think it 
their intereft to indulge in feudal ambition, and that others are 
commercial. A fimilar diftin@tion takes place among indivi- 
duals of the fame nation. 

It does not appear that the war, on the part of the confede- 
rates, is conducted on any principle, or comprehenfive fyftem, 
that might, by comprehending or fuppofing, control particu- 
lar accidents. This want of philofopby and geni:s in our ca- 
binet, we have already noticed, and, too probably, fhall have 
farther reafon to deplore. The plan of the prefent campaign, 
laid down, as we have been informed, by that accomplifhed 
officer, the Auftrian Colonel Mack, was, to divide the con- 
federate force into three parts : With one to befiege Mau- 
beuge; with another Lifle; and with a third to puth on to 
Paris. The neceflity of defending Flanders.completely fub- 
verved this plan of operation—and now, as it would appear, 
we ftrike about us like madmen, without any plan whatever 5 
in the vain hope of reducing the French to their fober fenfes 
through lafitude and the lofs of blood. Phicbotomy is fome- 
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times a wife prefcription—but not to the doctor, when the doc- 
tor himfelf lofes more, or as much, as the patient. 

Having thus gone the round of nine out of the ten circles 
into which we have, with Fletcher of Saltoun, divided Eu- 
rope, we come, at laft, to what is the centre of all, and the 
whole world to us, Great Britain. 

The American war, like moft wars of ambition, in the pre- 
fent enlightened age when philofophy converts the aétual occus 
pancy of every country into a garrifon, terminated in defeat, 
and added fix millions annually to our ftanding taxes, The 
political conftitution, ftimulated beyond its powers, and haften- 
ing to mortification, was relieved by the lenient hand of peace. 
Nothing but the moft inevitable neceffity fhould have in- 
duced us to enter again on a fimilar courfe of violent exer« 
tion. And this reafoning was made ufe of when it happened 
to be in unifon with the fentiments and paflions of admi- 
niftration. 

The Britith nation, juftly renowned for philanthropy, and an 
indignation againft injuftice, manifefted, by the unequivocal 
fign of voluntary contribution, a defire to avert the flavery of 
Poland. Why did Great Britain, notwithftanding the vows 
and voluntary fubfcriptions of the Englifh nation, remain a fi- 
Jent fpeGtator of the nefarious difmemberment of Poland? 
Becaufe the calculated the expence of war, and was faithful to 
the interefts of commerce: Becaufe the fituation of our fi- 
nances rendcred it impolitic to interfere in continental difputes. 
Oh! that this frigid caution, whicharrefted us from fuccouring 
a caufe fo noble, had not been difdained when we were drawn 
into the troubled ocean in which we are now tofled !_ What is 
to be inferred by candour and the calmeft reafoning from our 
public conduct in the grand affairs of nations? Is it any other 
than this, that we are more afraid of the progreffive {pirit of 
liberty, than of the advancement of princely ambition, and 
that partitioning policy that muft lead, if not checked, to uni- 
verfal empire ? 

The brilliant victory of Lord Howe over the French fleet, 
and the reduétion of Corfica, are doubtlefs to be marked in 
the column of edvantage and good hope on the fide of Britain, 
The victory of Lord Howe may allobe confidered as a check 
to the Danes, Swedes, Americans, and Genoele, who medio 
tated anarmed neutrality. But, on the other hand, the French 
merchantmen from America and the Weit-[ndies have arrived 
fafe in the French ports, to the number, it is faid, of 140 fail, 
laden with what the French ftand moftly in need of ; So that 
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the prefent rulers of France boaft that the ftarvation plan of 
Pitt and Dundas is completely defeated, It is pretty apparent 
that the French are a match for all that part of Europe that 
can be brought to act ferioufly againft them. The hope, in 
which many lent their influence to the prefent meafures, that 
the bufinefs in difpute would foon be fettled, begins to lan- 
guifh, Few affect to difbelieve, that the conteft, if not relin- 
quifhed on our part, will be protracted, indefinitely, and be< 


come defperate. 





An ANECODOT E. 


Complaint was brought to Peter the Great at Mofcow 
againft Colonel Badon, Enfign Craffau, and Capt. Saxe, 

and his domeftic, who had killed feveral people, dupes to an 
unfortunate point of honour. After aa examination of this 
affair for feveral hours, he caufed the Colonel to be beheaded, 
and the Enfign to be hung. With regard to Saxe, as he was 
under the protection of Menzikoff, he exerted himfelf fo much 
to fave him from punifhment, that he was condemned only to 
perpetual imprifonment ; his domeftic received thirty blows of 
the knout, of which ke died foonafter. This ftriking feverity 
rendered duels afterwards very rare in Ruffia. In this refpect 
Peter regulated his conduct according to that of Guftavus 
Adolphus on the like occafion. Two Swedifh Generals in- 
formed Guftavus one day, that they were under the neceffity 
of fighting for an affair of honour, and requefted his per- 
miffion. Certainly faid his Majefty, provided I am prefent. 
At the time appointed he repaired to the place of rendezvous, 
followed by the executioner, and coolly ordered him to hang 
up the furvivor. The executioner immediately erccted a gal- 
lows, and the two Generals, brought to a proper fenfe of their 


duty, fhook hands, and were afterwards reconciled to each 
other. 





Naval Anecdote of the aft of Fune. 
HE Hon. John A. Bennet, fecond fon of the Earl of 


Tankerville, a youth of about 15 years of age, was a 
midfhipman on board the Montagu in the late glorious action, 
and had the misfortune to receive fo fevere a fracture in his leg 


by 











24. THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


by grape fhot that immediate amputation became neceflary; 
which the young hero bore with manly fortitude; hearing foon 
after a general huzza on deck, he feized his hat, joined in the 
cheers, though much exhaufted from the lofs of blood, and ex- 
claimed—“ We have beat them, We have beat them! Huzza 
for Old England ! 





ANECDOTES of CAPTAIN JOHN HARVEY. 


HIS brave officer died on Monday, June 30, 1794, at 

Portfmouth, in confequence of the wounds he received 

in the glorious naval engagement under Lord Howe on the 1ft 
of June laft. 

In the early part of the ation he was wounded in the hand, 
which he did not fo much as drefs, but tying his handkerchief 
round the wounded part, gave his directions : foon after a gun 
being difmounted near him, a heavy {plinter of the carriage 
ftruck him on the back, which threw him, and ralled him a con- 
fiderable way on the fhip’s deck—he rofe with great pain, but 
fill continued his ftation with unabated fpirit and refolution, 
when towards the clofe of the engagement, his right arm was 
carried off by a twenty-four pounder. He was then taken 
to the cockpit, and an amputation took place, with every fa- 
vourable circumftance. 

When he arrived in port after the action, the contufion, 
which he fcarcely minded in the heat of action, grew very bad 5 
in hort, it brought on a fever, and a mortification in the kid« 
neys, of which he died, 

We hear the Captain has left a wife and feveral children, 
which, we truft, are well provided for. He has at leaft lefe 
them the credit of his good name, and, of courfe, honourable 
claims on their country. 





On the Method of making Infiruments of Elaftis Gum, 
with the Bottles that are brought from Brazil, by 
M. Groffart (Chirly). 


[From the Annales de Chimie. } 


"Byrds ye, or elaftic gum, is a fubftance which 
has engaged the attention of philofophers ever fince it 
has 
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has been known. Its fingular elafticity, its flexibility, and 
the littleaction moft fubftances have upon it, have caufed it to 
be confidered as very valuable for many purpofes, particularly 
in the art of furgery. But it has hitherto been impoffible to 
procure inftruments of this fubftance, inafmuch as almoft the 
whole quantity of caoutchouc brought into Europe, comes 
from Brazil already fafhioned into bottles, birds, or other 
figures; this has rendered its ufe extremely circum{cribed. 

It is known that thefe are made, in that country, by means 
of moulds, with the juice of a tree of the order of Euphor- 
biz. The liquid is drawn from the tree by incifion, and it 
thickens in the manner of refinous juices. It would be eafy, 
could we procure it inits original ftate of fluidity, to give it 
all the forms under which it might be ufeful to us; but the 
communications with Brazil are very difficult for the greateft 
part of Europe; and the neceffity of pafling the line, in bring- 
ing it to our parts, is another obftacle to the juice arriving ina 
proper ftate for our purpofes ; as it is decompofed by heat in 
the fame manner as milk, exhaling at that time an extremely 
fetid odour, and having no longer its original properties. Sir 
Jofeph Banks, Prefident of the Royal Society of London, fo 
well known by the voyage round the world, which his attache 
ment to the fciences prompted him to undertake, told me he 
had had a bottle of in its original ftate, but which after a little 
time became decompofed; fince which he had not been able to 
procureany more from Lifbon, although he had offered even 
to the value of 50 guineas for a fecond bottle. 

‘-Moft of the perfons to whom the liquid has been fent, 
whether from Cayenne, or from the Ifle of France, (where the 
tree that furnifhes this liquor is well known) have never re~ 
ceived it but ima decompofed ftate. I had for fome time about 
a: pint of it in that ftate ; it was given tome by M. d’Arcet, 
to whom fome had been fent from the Ifle of France. It was 
kept feveral winters in a room without a fire; but after ‘the 
hard frofts of 1788-9, 1 found the bottle broke. I think it 
may be ufeful to take notice of this accident, as the like, moft 
probably, has not been recorded. I am not able to point out, 
either at’ what degree of temperature the decempofed liquor 
pafied to the folid ftate, or in what manner it cryttalliled 5 be- 
caufe I did not go into the place where it was Kept until the 
weather had become much milder. 
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On the Arizfices of vartous Kinds of Animals. 


ANY of the artifices of animals are purely inftindtive, 

and others are acquired by experience and imitation.— 

The love of life, the defire of multiplying and continuing the 

fpecies, and that ftrong attachment which every animal has to 

its offspring, are the fources from which we muft trace all the 

movements, dexterity, and fagacity of animals. The princi- 

ple of felf-prefervation is ftrongly imprefled upon the minds of 

all animated beings. It gives rife to innumerable arts of ate 

tack and defence, and not unfrequently to furprifing exertions 
of fagacity and genius. 

When cattle are attacked by a bear, or other rapacious ani- 
mal], they inftantly form a phalanx for mutual defence. In the 
fame circumftance, horfes rank up in lines, and beat off the 
enemy with their heels. Bifhop Pontoppiddon relates, that 
the {mall Norwegian horfes, when attacked by bears, inftead of 
ftriking with their hind-legs, rear, and, by quick and repeated 
ftrokes with their fore-feet, either kill the enemy, or oblige bim 
to retire, This curious,-and generally fuccefsful defence, is 
frequently performed in the woods, while a traveller is fitting 
onthe horfe’s back. When the Norwegian horfe, moreover 
at fuch a juncture, has a mare or gelding with him, he gene- 
roufly puts them behind him, while ne attacks the bear with 
his fore-legs; but if he fhould turn about to kick with his 
hind-legs, he is ruined, the bear, -vhich has double his ftrength, 
inftantly leaping, and fixing on his back, when the poor horfe 
gallops on, till he drops down from the lofs of blood. Ithas 
often been remarked, that troops of wild horfes, when fleep- 
ing, have always one of their number awake, who acts as a 
centinel, and gives notice of approaching danger. 

The monkies in Brazil, while they are fleeping on the trees, 
have uniformly a centinel to warn them of the approach of the 
tiger or other rapacious animals; and if ever this centinel is 
found fleeping, bis companions inftantly tear him in pieces for 
his neglect of duty. For the fame purpofe, when a troop of 
monkies are committing depredations on the fruits of a gar- 
den, acentinel is placed on an eminence, who, when any per- 
fon appears, makes a chattering noife, when the reft immedi- 
ately make their cfcape. 

‘The deer-kind are principally remarkable for the arts they 
employ in order to deceive the dogs. 
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An ANECDOTE, 


OLE, a favourite aétor, falls ill, and is confined to his 
chamber; when this is announced from the ftage, the 
gaiety of Paris fuddenly lours with gloom. The next day 
his door is befieged by enquiring crowds; his health is the 
converfation of all companies. It appeared as if Scipio lay 
confined, and the virtuous Romans pafled their hours in melan- 
choly anxiety, for the life of their protector. The phyficians 
find Mole in an exhaufted ftate, and prefcribe a free ufe of 
wine. This prefcription is foon known in the circles at Paris ; 
and Mole finds 2000 bottles of the fineft Burgundy fent to his 
houfe from various quarters. Mole at length recovers; all 
Paris rejoices, and rufhes to his benefit. Such was the pub- 
lic ardour, that it produced him the fum of 24,000 livres—= 
Mole gratefully receives the valuable tribute of their applaufe ; 
he was in debt, and the benefit formed all his fortune. How 
then does Mole apply his 24,000 livres? An Englifhman 
would have purchafed an annuity, or perhaps have paid his 
debts. Mole runs to the jeweller, takes his amounts in bril- 
liants, and gives him to his miftrefs, who boafts that fhe wears 


_ the honours of the public, 


This ferves to difplay at once the frivolity of the nation, and 
of the individual. All Paris is concerned for the indifpo- 
fition of an actor, and all terminates in giving diamonds to a 
brunette, 





An ANECDOTE. 
Saw brave Sir George Rooke was making his will, 


fome friends, who were prefent, exprefied their fur- 
prize that he had not more to leave. “ Why,” faid the wore 
thy veteran, ** I do not leave much, bat what I do leave was 
honeftly acquired ; itnever coft a failora tear, or my country 
a farthing.” 





Anfwer, by F. R. Toulmin, of Barnftaple, to W, Sinkins’s Chae 
rade, inferted April 216 
A the plac ewhere beafts for refuge fly, 
When they by hunters are purfaed ; 
Han, in tacred writ, I next defery, 
Noah’s fecond fon, tho’ he was lewd, 
Vor, XXIV. 596. F Thefe 
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Thefe two, when join’d, I quickly found, 
DENHAM, a poet, they would expound. 


#t® We have received the like anfwer from A. Apfey and 
W. Brewer, Taunton; J. Rofevear, St. Auftell, J. Bulgin, 
Caftle Cary; and Homo, near Cerne. 





Anfwer, by T. Abell, of St. Auftell, to Sheptonienfis’s Charade, in 
ferted April 28. 


HE polith’d beau repleat with glee, 
Dances aHORNPIPE merrily. 


*,.* We have received the like anfwer from J. T. Hill, 
near Helfton ; W. S. junior, and S. Sherwell, of Ivy-Bridge; 
A Apfey, W. Brewer, Taunton; W. Gore, a loyal Volun- 
teer; J}. Bulgin, Caftle Carey; J. Collins, Uffculm; J. R. 
‘Toulmin, Barnttaple ; W. Hawkins, Crediton; and T. Weith, 
near W ivelifcombe. 





A Queflion, by F. B. Chivers, of St. Aufiell, 


IVEN x°—2x* + x? + x°—x =63688380=a, to find x, 
which reprefents my age.—The folution is requefted to 


be given by a quadratic. 





4 CHARADE, by P. of Somerfet. 
A is my firft—my next is a {pace ; 


My whole is an actin a dangerous place. 


ee 


4 CHARADE, by W. Fenkins, of Dodbrooke 





O traverfe o’er the meads and vales, 
The plural of a beaft firft find ; 
And if my next you would unfold, 
Part of the fame then call to mind. 
And then thele parts aright combine, 


A well known plant it will define. 
POETRY, 
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RURAL AMUSEMENTS ; 


OR THE 


Pleafures of a Country Life. 
(Concluded from Page 20.) 


UT ftop, my mufe, refume 
the fummer lay, 
And fing the labours of the 
fragrant hay ; 
Behold the rultic crew, with 
prongs and rakes, 
Amidit the heat the ruffet hay- 
cock makes. 
The old, the young, the maiden, 
and the fwain, 
Together join, and toil upon the 


plain. 

With blended voice of joy they 
wake the gale, 

While honeft glee refounds from 
vale to vale, 

See too, amidit the heat, a fim- 
ple fcene! 

From whence this noife ? What 
can this tumult mean ? 

Lo! in the brooks the fhep- 
herds plunge their flocks, 

Whofe ceafelefs bleatings wake 
the echoing rocks. 

Their fnowy fleece they lofe 
with patient fears, 

And bow fubmiffive to the 
founding fhears. 

At length, clean fhorn, they are 
releas’d again, 

And once more tafte the verdure 
of the plain. 

While fummer glories fcenes of 
blifs difpenfe, 

With in-felt joy it glads my 
ev’ry fenfe, 
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To fee the fields with waving 
harvefts {mile, 

And {welling beauties of the 
fruitful foil, 

Replete with riches for the 
farmer’s toil. 


Now, let the painting mufe 
ftrive to intrude, 

Where nature dwells in awful 
folitude : 

When the bright fun, in noon- 
tide heat array’d, 

I’d breathe the coolnefs of fome 
verdant fhade, 

The bleft retreat where contem- 
plation lives, 

And fober peace, and gentle 
quiet gives. 

Where the fweet chaunters of 
the feather’d choir, 

From fultry faintefs to the 
fhades retire : 

And big with forrow, where the 
turtle dove, 

In mournful dirges mourns her 
lifelefs love. 

There, on the verge of fome 
foft founding ftream, 

My -mufe retir’d would chufe 
her fav’rite theme, 
And paint Aurora’s charms, the 
fylvan glades, 2 
And all the beauties of the ev’n- 
ing fhades : 

The wood -crown'd hill, and 
gentle purling flood, 

The mazy valley, and the lofty 
wood, 

The limpid fprings, and ever- 
verdant bow’rs, 

And balmy fragrance of the 
clofing flowers. 

When 
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When finking So! with down- 
ward orb defcends, 

And rifing night her gloomy 
vale extends ; 

When gentie murmurs whifper 
in the breeze, 

And foftly kifs the fleeping 
flow’rs and trees ; 

To fome fair fpot, the mufes’ 
happy feat, 

In thought engag’d I gladly 
would retreat ; 

Of bounteous nature take a full 
furvey, 

And to th’ Almighty confecrate 


my lay ; 

And while the nightingales their 
notes prolong, 

To nature’s God I'd dedicate 
my fong, 

Towhofe all-bounteous hand all 
joys we owe, 

And ev’ry earthly comfort here 


below. 
HOMO. 





ODE to PATIENCE. 


HIS world of care and toil 
is made; 
Oppofe their force!—how can 
Tite it 


Unlefs I have thy fovereign aid, 
Mild patience, to direé&t me 
thro’ it? 


Without thy all-harmonic fkill, 
How fhall I ev’ry conflict bear, 

And every perturbating ill, 
That falls to human nature's 
fhare ? 


How fhall I brook the taunting 
jeer, 

‘hat ignorance Gelights to fee, 
woll’n gefture, cynic fneer, 
Ot ftern infenfbility ? 


How fhall my fretted foul 
fuftain 
Aviy Q ndam patro ¥ li 
rel ti5 
Hi e, polit ? 
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But, oh! how fhall I meet the 
woe, 
The irritable deadly darts, 
Aim’d to compel me to forego 
My darling Eleanora’s heart? 


My orifons, meek goddefs, hear, 
Protect me from the fad be- 
heft, 
Keep reafon in its proper f{phere, 
And love, [ know, will do 
the reft. 





W OMA N. 


By Mr. Preston. 


H! form’d alike for virtues 
and detight, 
To reafon lovely, as to fancy 
bright, 
Angelic foothers of the mental 
ftorm, 
What winds can ruffle, or what 
waves deform? 
When woman {fmiles, the hal- 
cyon of the breaft, 
The toiling thought and furging 
paffions reft. 
Phant to bend, and yielding to 
controul, 
With fofteft art fhe fways the 
rudeft foul ; 
Her’s melting kindnefs, inex- 
preffive grace, 
The {pirit beaming thro’ the 
feraph face; 
Her’s pity for the wretched, 
prone to grieve, 
Awake to Es, and thoughtful to 
relieve : 
Inftinétive wifdom her’s, une 
ftudied kill, 
And inborn purity that fhrinks 
from ill; 
And {fportive fancy her’s, and 
tafte refin’d, 
The flow’rs and ornaments of 
blooming mind ; 
Like vernal bloffom, changeful, 
bright, and gay, 
Sudden and {weet her young 
ideas play. 


Blay, 1794 











